The daughter of Joe and Ilo Schmid, I was born in Tehran, Iran; grew up on the family farm in New Plymouth Idaho; milking cows and feeding calves: lots of irrigating with four younger brothers.  I got to wear uniforms at an International School in Tanzania, East Africa, when I was ten and eleven years old. I learned a little Swahili; had a different nationality teacher for each subject. I came back home and graduated from Western Oregon University.  I served in the U. S. Peace Corps in Fiji. I married Jim Trenkel, a farmer from Ontario, and taught public school music for twenty years while raising two sons on the family farm.  Ian, 26, is now the proud father of two little girls and is a Marine serving in Iraq.  Our son Joshua, 20, is completing his Army Basic Training at Fort Benning, Georgia and is also a student at Western Oregon University.  I went back to school at Eastern Oregon University to complete an ESL endorsement.  I now teach ESL at the kindergarten and high school levels and a Spanish class at the middle school here in Fruitland.  I am the choir director and organist for our church and I like to swim, sew, write family history and READ in my spare time.
