Jolene Thomas

Although I was born and raised in Montana until the age of 17, Idaho was always my summer home as I visited family and friends in Idaho every summer.  At the age of 17, our family moved to Sandpoint, ID, where I graduated from High School.  From there I went to Ricks College (currently BYU Idaho) in Rexburg, where I received my Associates in Special and Regular Education.  My next step was to the University of Idaho where I met my husband, Steve;  had three beautiful daughters, Rebekah, Jessica and Elisha; and received my Bachelor's in Regular Education, Special Education, and my Master's in Early Childhood Special Education.  When my husband and I both graduated from the University, we moved to Jerome for one year where I taught 1/2 time regular Kindergarten and 1/2 time Developmental Preschool at Glenn's Ferry Elementary.  After one year of that hour commute, we transferred our young family to Payette, where my husband took a job teaching at Payette High School.  I was hired on as a Special Education Teacher here at Fruitland for the K-6th grade. The next year we were blessed with our son, Steven.  After 7 years of that, I was ready for a change so three years ago I began a new adventure as the ECSE Preschool Teacher.  I don't have a lot of spare time with 3 teenage daughters and an 8 year old son at home, but in my spare time I love to can a variety of foods, especially soups.  I love to garden, fish and I love 4-H where I have been a leader for the past 4 years.  I find my greatest joy in just hanging out with my husband and children, but can't wait each day to come to school to be with my second greatest love; the staff and children here at Fruitland Elementary.

